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1. Program Overview 

The Master of Science by Research (MSc) is a research-oriented Master’s program offered to students 

with research aptitude at The University of Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology (TDU). 

Applicants with a bachelor’s degree interested in exploring in-depth research problems in the 

knowledge domain offered at TDU or its partner research institutions may apply.  

Domains as per the Karnataka ACT No. 13 of 2013 offered at TDU or its partner research institutions 

include Trans-Disciplinary medicine and health sciences, Public health, Management of infectious 

diseases, Surgery, Biomedical engineering, Biostatistics, Sociology and history of medicine, 

Bioinformatics, Management studies, Arts and culture, Physical and Biological Sciences, Humanities, 

Biomedicine, Life Sciences, Environmental Studies, Indian Traditional Health Sciences, Social Sciences, 

Performing and Fine arts, Cinema, Design, Architecture, Engineering, Management, Policy Studies, 

Conservation of natural medicinal resources. 

 

This two year / four semesters, Master of Science by Research program involves a research work / 

project leading to the presentation of a thesis, which represents 55 Credits of the requirements of the 

course. The objective of this degree is training students in research methodology and techniques, in 

critical application (appropriate to the field of study) of such methodology, by conducting an approved 

program of research under appropriate supervision. The thesis will be based on original research of 

publishable quality. In certain disciplines, the thesis could be a creative production, installation, 

performance, etc that is approved by the Masters Research Committee (MRC). 

The students will be required to successfully complete a minimum 25 credits of coursework in the first 

year. Coursework can be taken either at TDU, or at Partner Research Institutions or at any UGC 

recognized institutions. 

The key differences of the Master of Science by Research as compared with other Master of Science 

program are: 

1. The MSc (R) program has at least 80 credits of research to at least 25 credits of coursework versus a 

20/60 credits breakup in conventional Master of Science programs. 

2. There are no fixed core courses. Instead each individual student is advised by his/her Research 

Supervisor to take courses needed for their research work.   

3. Six (6) out of 25 course work credit are mandatory, four (4) credit course on Research Methodology 

and two (2) credit course on Trans-Disciplinary Knowledge framework. The Research Methodology 
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course can be taken at TDU or in TDU’s partner research institutes, provided the partner institutes 

Research Methodology course is approved by their academic office & a copy of the course is given 

to TDU registrar office. The two (2) credit  Trans-Disciplinary Knowledge framework course is offered 

at TDU. Student can contact Mr. Ravikumar G (e-mail: ravi.g@tdu.edu.in ), TDU Academic office for 

registration to the above mentioned courses. 

Students are expected to identify their Research Supervisor among the faculty at TDU. 

1.1 The scope of research at TDU 

The scope of the Master of Science by Research is to work on research in knowledge generation, 

dissemination and application in any topic related to “Transdisciplinary sciences and technology”. 

Master of Science by Research can be pursued in the following disciplines viz., Trans-Disciplinary 

medicine and health sciences, Public health, Management of infectious diseases, Surgery, Biomedical 

engineering, Biostatistics, Sociology and history of medicine, Bioinformatics, Management studies, Arts 

and culture, Physical and Biological Sciences, Humanities, Biomedicine, Life Sciences, Environmental 

Studies, Indian Traditional Health Sciences, Social Sciences, Performing and Fine arts, Cinema, Design, 

Architecture, Engineering, Management, Policy Studies, Conservation of natural medicinal resources. 

Therefore, all students who have a bachelor’s degree in any of the above disciplines are eligible to enroll 

for the Master of Science by Research (MSc R) Program. 

1.1.1 The Trans-Disciplinary Knowledge perspective in TDU 

The Trans Disciplinary University (TDU) was founded to promote the generation of Trans - Disciplinary 

knowledge. Today the content of school and university education in India as in most countries is largely 

based on modern western cultural and intellectual traditions.  

While Knowledge from any cultural and intellectual source is potentially enlightening within the 

limitations of its world view and methods of enquiry, it is certainly blinding to assume  that any 

particular intellectual tradition, however illuminating, provides the only or the best way of knowing 

nature. 

Every culture has generated knowledge of nature from its own world view and employed methods of 

knowing that use the human sensory and mental faculties in unique ways. A test of knowledge 

systems  generated by various cultures is their ability to equip knowledge holders to observe, classify, 

analyse and relate harmoniously with multiple facets of the constantly changing universe in a manner 

that helps them to understand and deal with  change and thus  live in  dynamic equilibrium with all 

animate and inanimate forms of existence. 

mailto:ravi.g@tdu.edu.in
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The prevalence of a dominant mono cultural orientation particularly in a university/knowledge 

institution, is indeed a skewed orientation because it implies that only one way of knowing is complete. 

In India the skew is evident in the best of knowledge institutions, across various disciplines, due to the 

relatively recent political history of colonialism and its aftermath. 

 

The inspiration for promoting trans- disciplinary education in TDU is to introduce students to the value 

of multi -cultural and cross cultural knowledge without undermining the value of knowledge derived 

from any particular cultural and intellectual tradition. The term trans- disciplinary implies knowledge of 

the same domain from different cultural perspectives and world views. Ayurveda - biology is an example 

of a new trans- disciplinary domain being pursued in TDU.  It endeavors to combine understanding of 

biological processes in the context of human health, from very different perspectives of physiology and 

pharmacology. Trans-disciplinary subjects can be distinguished from inter-disciplinary or multi-

disciplinary domains because in the latter the subjects combined belong to the same cultural and 

intellectual tradition.  Bio-Physics and town planning are examples of inter and multi-disciplinary 

subjects. The Trans-disciplinary university does not exclude inter or multi-disciplinary pursuits, it has 

simply encouraged and added possibilities of pursuing cross cultural domains. 

It must be recognized that Trans- disciplinary subjects (or for that matter inter and multi , disciplinary 

domains) are nascent and evolving because they are very recent endeavors in broadening the horizon of 

knowledge generation .The exercise while pursuing a more holistic understanding is complex because at 

the interface of disciplines, although they may deal with the same or interrelated domain, they 

approach it from different perspectives, world views, logic, and different methods of enquiry. Thus 

managing the differences and constructing meaningful outcomes, without distorting the integrity of 

participating disciplines is a challenge.  

In TDU, Yelahanka campus Ayurveda- biology is a core focus of Trans - Disciplinary study but Trans-

Disciplinary study  may encompass several domains like mathematics, architecture, music, design, fine 

arts, dance , and so on . The scope of Trans- disciplinary includes any domain where different cultures 

have generated mature knowledge.  

The intent of TDU is to encourage students to celebrate learning that expands the boundaries of the 

current mono cultural knowledge that limits formal  education in India. The purpose of the two credit 

mandatory course for all research students, is to introduce TDU students to the relevance, scope and 

excitement of cross cultural study. 
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1.2 The nature of research encouraged in TDU 

One of the key goals of TDU is the creation of new transdisciplinary / multidisciplinary / interdisciplinary 

knowledge in Trans-Disciplinary medicine and health sciences, Public health, Management of infectious 

diseases, Surgery, Biomedical engineering, Biostatistics, Sociology and history of medicine, 

Bioinformatics, Management studies, Arts and culture, Physical and Biological Sciences, Humanities, 

Biomedicine, Life Sciences, Environmental Studies, Indian Traditional Health Sciences, Social Sciences, 

Performing and Fine arts, Cinema, Design, Architecture, Engineering, Management, Policy Studies, 

Conservation of natural medicinal resources. 

Research related to knowledge generation is the conventional focus of research in most Universities.  

TDU, however, will also support research related to design of dissemination strategies including the use 

of information technology and also action-research related to knowledge application, through well 

designed experimental outreach programs. Hence TDU encourages research related to knowledge 

generation, knowledge dissemination and knowledge application in the above listed academic areas. 

1.3 Program Objectives 

The objectives of the program are to enable post graduates to have the following knowledge and skills: 

● A body of knowledge that includes the understanding of recent developments in one or more 

academic disciplines of study offered at TDU and/or one or more Partner Research Institutions. 

● Knowledge of research principles and methods applicable to the field of work that the student 

chooses to pursue. 

● Cognitive, technical and creative skills to investigate and analyze, problems, concepts and 

theories and to apply established theories to different bodies of knowledge or practice 

● Cognitive and technical skills to design, use and evaluate research and research methods 

suitable for his/her area of study, 

● Communication and technical skills to present a coherent and sustained argument and to 

disseminate research results to specialist and non-specialist audience by publishing his/her 

thesis, 

● Technical and communication skills to design, evaluate, implement, analyze, theorize and 

disseminate research that makes a contribution to knowledge 

These knowledge and skills will be demonstrated through the planning and execution of an original 

piece of research work; 

● With creativity and initiative 
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● With a good level of accountability, demonstrating needed judgments, adaptability and 

responsibility as a learner. 

2. Operational Guidelines of the MSc Program 

TDU’s MSc program is built on three transdisciplinary operational principles outlined below 

2.1 Guideline 1 

1. Research must be focused on knowledge generation or dissemination or application related to 

Transdisciplinary domains. The topic is to be decided by the student in consultation with an 

approved Research Supervisor.   

2. Up to 55 credits can be earned from a thesis and a minimum of 25 credits and maximum of 30 

credits from courses tailored to the student’s research field.  Some illustrative examples of 

transdisciplinary research are presented below;    

● Biology of ragas in classical music 

● A signal processing framework for scientific validation of Naadi diagnosis in Ayurveda  

● The contemporary relevance of vernacular architecture. 

● The pharmacology of medicinal plants. 

● The history of Allopathy and the decline of traditional medicine in  colonized countries 

● Climate change and impact on specific dimension of an ecosystem. 

● Design in biological process. 

● Informatics applications in Ayurveda 

● Savings in family health expenditure by using locally available herbs for PHC. 

● The pedagogy of oral translation 

● Comparison of folk taxonomy and modern taxonomy in local cultures. 

● The creation of biological databases and the development of algorithms to mine 

information in them.  

2.2 Guideline 2 

TDU collaborates with Partner Research Institutions that excel in multiple or specific disciplines and have 

strong research and teaching expertise. To ensure the transdisciplinary nature of the MSc program it is 

recommended that student study should include at least 5 credits of their coursework involving a 

discipline other than in the core research area. 



Program Handbook Master of Science by Research  

9 | P a g e                                             M S c  P r o g r a m  H a n d b o o k  2 0 2 3  
 

2.3 Guideline 3 

A course plan for earning a minimum 25 credits & maximum 30 credits of coursework should be 

developed by the student in consultation with their Research Supervisor. This includes four (4) credit 

mandatory course work on Research Methodology and a two (2) credit course on Trans-Disciplinary 

Knowledge. The coursework can be done at TDU, at any of its Partner Institutions or any other UGC 

recognized institutions.  

3. Admission 

All applicants must have a capacity to carry out research and have adequate training and ability to 

pursue the proposed course of study. In all cases, the qualifications described below must be from UGC 

recognized institutions or equivalent. 

3.1 Enrolment 

1. Students seeking admission for a MSc Program must have at least one of the following 

qualifications; 

a. Domestic Students: 

i. A Bachelors degree from UGC recognized University including but not limited to 

Traditional Health Sciences, Biomedicine, Life Sciences, Social Sciences, Environment 

Studies, Design, Architecture, Performing and fine Arts, Engineering and 

Management and Policy Studies. 

b. International Students: 

i. A Bachelors degree from a reputed University and a score of atleast 6.5 in IELTS or 

equivalent qualifying test for English language and proven writing skills. 

2. All students will submit the MSc Program Application form along with self attested supporting 

documents as required and stated in the Program application form. 

3. Entrance Assessment 

a. Students who have successfully cleared an entrance exam like GATE, GRE, UGC/CSIR 

NET, DBT (JRF), ICMR, DST (INSPIRE), etc or Master’s program entrance exam or 

equivalent exam of any other institution’s will be invited directly for a Personal 

Interview before an admission committee. 

b. Students who have not taken any entrance exam will be invited to make a presentation 

before an admission committee appointed by Registrar on, their credentials (both 

academic and non-academic) and why they should be offered admission to the MSc 

Program? 
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4. Personal Interview 

a. All students who have successfully completed the entrance assessment will be invited to 

appear for a personal interview before a duly appointed admission committee 

appointed by Registrar. 

5. Students recommended by the admission committee only will be offered a place in TDU’s MSc 

Program. 

6. Students enrolled into the program will seek consent from an approved faculty member at TDU 

whom he/she chooses to be his/her Research Supervisor and submit the consent form to the 

admission committee. The Research Supervisor appointment is subject to the approval of the 

admissions committee. 

7. MSc through distance education mode is NOT offered by TDU. 

8. Exception to any of the above minimum requirements may be considered by the admission 

committee appointed by Registrar on a case by case basis and the merit of the case. All 

exceptions recommended by the admission committee must be approved by TDU’s Academic 

and Research Council (ARC). 

Student Categories 

1. Students who are supported by external funding from a faculty grant or project grants or have 

fellowships from sponsoring agencies. 

2. Students supported by fellowship of TDU University on the basis of their performance in the personal 

interview and their academic record. Only limited number of fellowships may be provided by TDU. 

3. Students with their own financial support who wish to do research towards a MSc degree at TDU.  

In all categories outlined above, students will follow all rules and regulations applicable to Research 

Students and all students will enjoy the same privileges. 

Selection Criteria for all Fellowships 

Being an innovative Trans-Disciplinary research University, the selection committee appointed by Registrar 

will follow a rigorous selection process for the award of all Fellowships at TDU. The selection criteria will be 

broadly based on; 

1. Students overall academic performance including academic, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, 

2. The research work is in the thematic areas of interest to the sponsoring body, 

3. A crisp, achievable statement of purpose that is trans-disciplinary in nature, 
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4. A good presentation and discussion of the statement of purpose with the admission committee as part 

of the student’s personal interview and 

5. Recommendation from the admission committee to offer the student a place in TDU’s MSc Program. 

3.2 Registration at TDU 

1. Students are given provisional registration number once they complete the admission formalities at 

the University. 

2. This registration is confirmed only after; 

a. the student successfully completes the coursework (25 - 30 credits),  

b. the Masters Research Committee (MRC) approves the synopsis of the student. 

3. The students are expected to complete their coursework and submit their synopsis within 12 

months. 

4. On successfully completing the coursework, the student will submit to the MRC a coursework 

completion report with appropriate enclosures along with his / her research synopsis for the 

acceptance of the MRC. 

5.  The MRC after reviewing the coursework and synopsis will recommend the confirmation of the 

student’s MSc registration to the University.  

3.3 Partner Research Institute 

TDU partners with various research institutions, centers of excellences or research centers for joint 

research projects. Due to this, MSc Students can avail the following; 

1. Choose faculty at partner research institutions as their Co-Supervisors depending on the subject 

of his / her research work. 

2. Get access to facilities at these partner research institutions on a need basis with prior approval 

from both their Centre Head and the Partner Research Institution. 

3. Take coursework conducted at these partner research institutions to earn coursework credits. 

3.4 Synopsis 

1. A synopsis of the proposed research conforming to the guiding principle of the MSc (R) program as 

stated above will be submitted to the MRC for approval. 

2. MRC will review the synopsis against the guiding principles and the statement of purpose submitted 

by the student at the application stage before approving the synopsis. 

3. The synopsis is recommended to be presented in A4 sized pages (single spacing, 12 point) and 

should not be more than 15 pages. 



Program Handbook Master of Science by Research  

12 | P a g e                                             M S c  P r o g r a m  H a n d b o o k  2 0 2 3  
 

4. The synopsis should include; 

a. Introduction/Background 

b. Review of Literature 

c. Hypothesis 

d. Statement of objectives 

e. Justification and Likely Benefits 

f. Plan of Work and Methodology (study site, study design, field methods, type of data 

collected, proposed methods of analyses) 

g. Research infrastructure and facilities to be used and their availability 

h. References and Bibliography – arranged in a logical order, for example in broad subject 

classes and within each class, alphabetically by author. 

5. The research synopsis should be approved by the Research Supervisor and MRC prior to submitting 

it to the University.  

6. The student will submit atleast 3 (three) print copies of the synopsis and mail an electronic copy of 

the synopsis to ravi.g@tdu.edu.in Assistant Registrar Academics. A print copy signed by the student 

and research supervisor will always be considered the original copy. 

7. Change of synopsis: A change in the registered synopsis of Research may be permitted for a Student 

provided it is recommended by the MRC and is approved by the Registrar.  

 

3.5 Duration of the Program 
1.  Program shall be for a minimum duration of two years, including course work and a maximum of 

five years. 

2. The duration of research study for MSc Students will be 12 months from the date of confirmation of 

the student’s registration. 

3. In the event of student requiring an extension to the duration, the student will submit a justification 

for the same to the MRC and if it finds the reason valid, MRC will grant the student such an 

extension. 

4. The women candidates and Persons with Disability (more than 40% disability) may be allowed a 

relaxation of one year for M.Sc in the maximum duration. 

5. Student have to pay the fee and submit the progress report for the granted extension period.   

mailto:ravi.g@tdu.edu.in
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3.6 Progress report 

1. The student will mandatorily be required to submit to MRC half yearly progress reports (every 6 

months from the date of registration) duly signed by the Research Supervisor.  

2. Students will be reminded by their Research Supervisors 15 days prior to the due date. 

3. MRC will submit a semi-annual report to the University that will include feedback on the research 

work done, recommendation if the students should continue and any guidance that could help in 

the student’s progress in his / her research work. 

4. Student must submit a semi-annual report even for the extension period.  

5. If the semi-annual report from the student is not received by the MRC, the MSc (R) Program 

administrator will notify the student and his/her Research Supervisor of the non-receipt of the 

report. In the event of non-submission of the report by the student within two weeks from the date 

of this notification, the MRC will be compelled to recommend suitable action to be taken by the 

University with regards the student’s registration into the MSc (R) Program. 

 

3.7 Cancellation of Registration 

1. Registration may be cancelled on the recommendation of MRC based on the lack of progress and as 

recommended by the Research Supervisor after giving the student an opportunity to defend his/her 

case to the MRC.  

2. Registration will be cancelled by TDU if the student fails to submit the thesis before the stipulated 

time period including extensions. 

3. Registration will be cancelled by TDU if the student is found guilty of indiscipline by any of TDU’s or 

Partner Research Institution’s Disciplinary or Academic committees. 

 

3.8 University Academic and Research Council 

The University Academic and Research Council (ARC) is the final decision making body for all official 

academic policies and frameworks that govern all education programs at TDU. The ARC is responsible 

for approving the guidelines for the MSc (R) Program.  

 

 

3.9 Fees and other costs 

The fees table below is applicable to all students. 
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Sl. Fee Description Domestic Student International Student 

1 Application Fees* Rs. 500 US $ 50 

2 Registration Fees* Rs. 10,000 US $ 1,000  

3 Annual Tuition Fees** Rs. 1,00,000 US $ 10,000 

4 Thesis Evaluation Fees* Rs. 10,000 US $ 1,000 

5 Convocation Fees* Rs. 2,000 US $ 200 

* Non- Refundable, ** Refundable as per the fee refund policy. 

 

FEE REFUND POLICY  

If a student chooses to withdraw from the program of study, the University shall follow the following four 

– tier system for the refund of tuition fees remitted by the student. 

Sl. No. Percentage of refund Point of time when notice of withdrawal of admission is 

severed to University  

1.  100% 15 days from the date of Provisional registration  

2.  80% 30 days from the date of Provisional registration 

3.  50 % 6 month form the date of provisional registration, 

provided the student have not submitted any credit course 

work for credit approval.  

4.  00% More than 6 month from the date of provisional 

registration.  

 

4. Credits and Coursework 

The minimum credits assigned to the MSc (R) program is 80 credits, out of which 20-30 credits for the 

course work and up to 60 credits for thesis.  

1. Students admitted to the MSc by Research Program are required to successfully complete 

coursework for a minimum period of one semester. 

2. The total required coursework load for students is 25-30 credits and should include; 

a. At least 4 credits course on Research Methodology that covers computer applications, 

qualitative and quantitative methods  

b. A 2 credits course on transdisciplinary knowledge framework offered at TDU. 

3. The remaining credits the student in consultation with his/her research supervisor can identify 

courses relevant to the major field of study. 

4. Students however may be required to take additional credits to enhance their academic skills like 

Literacy, library information, IT, Math, Personal Effectiveness, Communication and English writing 
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skills based on the recommendation of the research supervisor and the MRC, depending on their 

competency gaps identified post coursework and during research work.  

5. The student with the assistance of the Research Supervisor and based on his / her level of 

knowledge in the subject area of research will present a coursework plan to the MRC before the 

commencement of his / her coursework. 

6. Only coursework attended after the date of the provisional registration shall count towards 

coursework credits. Students are advised not to repeat courses already done previously (degree or 

other coursework), unless there is a demonstrable higher level of learning or training in that course 

taken as part of the Bachelors degree Coursework. 

7. If coursework is not offered at TDU, the student may attend coursework in a Partner Research 

Institute or other institutes recognized by TDU or register for self-study courses, subject to the 

approval of the Research Supervisor.  In such cases, the student shall obtain prior approval from the 

Research Supervisor and submit the grades obtained in these courses to the MRC along with their 

synopsis. 

4.1 Grading System 

1. TDU follows the following grading system for its coursework.  

Table 2: Grades and grade point scores should be assigned based on the following format: 

Grade % Marks Scored Remarks Grade Point 

A+ 90-100 Outstanding 10 

A 80-89 Excellent 9 

B+ 70-79 Very Good 8 

B 60-69 Good 7 

C 50-59 Satisfactory 6 

F <50 Fail 5 

4.2 Seminars 

All students will be required to give at least 2 (two) seminars at TDU over the duration of their MSc (R) 

Program. These will include; 

1. Synopsis defense – not later than 12 months from the date of provisional registration 

2. Final thesis defense – not less than 12 months from the date of confirmed registration 
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5. Research Supervisor & MRC 

5.1 Selection of Research Supervisor 

1. Students are encouraged to interact with all broadly relevant faculty members at TDU in order to 

identify a Research Supervisor who understands the major subject area of research and meets TDU’s 

eligibility criteria.  

2. Students will seek and obtain consent from the selected faculty members at TDU whom the student 

chooses to be his/her Research Supervisor. 

3. Research Supervisor should be an approved faculty at TDU, who meet with the eligibility criteria 

stated in the following section below. 

4. Students can also have a Co-Supervisor who could be a faculty member from TDU, Partner Research 

institution or any external faculty who will meet the same eligibility criteria as applicable to the 

Research Supervisor. 

5. Tenure as Research Supervisor: Faculty who leave TDU will continue to serve as a Research 

Supervisor for students assigned to them in the best interests of the student, unless the student 

requests a change in the Research Supervisor. In the event of a student requesting a change in 

Research Supervisor, the MRC will find an appropriate Research Supervisor from within TDU. 

6. In the unexpected circumstances that the Research Supervisor or student do not want to continue 

their association, a letter justifying the reasons for the same should be submitted to the MRC.  The 

MRC will seek to mediate between both parties, failing which the matter will be referred to 

University Academic office for mediation and if still not resolved, MRC will approve the 

discontinuing of the association between the Research Supervisor and the Student. 

7. On approval from MRC, the student should find another Research Supervisor within 3 months from 

the date of such approval with the help from MRC. 

5.2 Research Supervisor – Eligibility Criteria 

1. All faculty members of TDU, with a PhD qualification and a minimum of 3 years’ experience in 

research at the University, with atleast 3 (three) publications in reputed international/national 

journals are eligible to guide MSc (R) students as Research Supervisor. 

2. All faculty member of TDU, with a PhD qualification, successfully completed atleast two research 

grant projects as Principle Investigator (PI) and with atleast 2 (two) publications in reputed 

international/national journals are eligible to guide MSc (R) students as Research Supervisors. 

3. All faculty member of TDU, with a Master’s degree (MD/MTech/MSc) with five (5) years of research 

work experience or clinical practice, successfully completed atleast three research grant projects 
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and with atleast 2 (two) publication in reputed international/national journals and meet with preset 

quality standards set by MRC are eligible to guide MScR students as Research Supervisors. 

4. A Research Supervisor shall not normally supervise more than five MSc (R) students at any time at 

TDU. 

5. Notwithstanding what is stated above, the Registrar reserves the right to approve anyone as 

Research Supervisor, depending upon the merit of the case which will be assessed / certified by a 

committee appointed by Registrar. 

5.3 Masters Research Committee (MRC). 

1. The Masters Research Committee (MRC) will have a good mix of advisors or mentors from all 

transdisciplinary domains offered at TDU’s. 

2. The MRC may include eligible faculty from other institutions or industry experts as well. 

3. MRC will review and grade the progress of the student’s research every 6 months. 

6. Thesis 

6.1 Research 

The thesis for research should be primarily driven by the student’s interest.  Students are strongly 

encouraged to develop and pursue independent research questions for their MSc (R). The research 

supervisor and MRC members will serve as mentors who will help guide the student’s research.  MSc (R) 

students will be expected to contribute to grant proposals and also write short proposals to secure 

funding for their research. Grant proposals written by students should be submitted in consultation with 

the research supervisor and should follow the TDU guidelines for submission. 

TDU promotes collaborative research and encourages students to collaborate with competent persons 

in other institutions both within India and abroad. TDU has formal/informal partnerships with several 

leading institutions in the country, thus enhancing the range of possible areas for student-driven 

research.  

6.2 Submission of thesis 

1. Each Student for the award of the Degree of Master of Science by Research shall submit 3 (three) 

printed copies (including an electronic copy) of his/her thesis (in a prescribed format) to TDU not 

earlier than the prescribed minimum period and not later than the prescribed maximum period (or 

on expiry of the approved extension period). 
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2. The student in consultation with his/her research supervisors will recommend a list of 3 potential 

examiners along with the submission of their thesis to the MRC.  

3. MRC will identify 2 (two) external examiners along with the Research Supervisor who serves as the 

internal examiner to constitute the “Board of Examiners” and then send them the thesis for 

evaluation. 

4. The two examiners will submit a detailed critique of the thesis. In the event of the examiner(s)are of 

the opinion that the thesis has failed to achieve the desired standard and recommends that the 

thesis can be accepted only after a revision, the student shall re-submit the thesis incorporating the 

revisions within a maximum period of three months from the date on which the student is informed. 

5. In case the thesis is completely rejected by an examiner, it will be referred to another examiner 

from the recommended panel. In case the thesis is approved by this examiner, it will be considered 

approved. In case the thesis is rejected by more than one examiner, it will stand rejected and shall 

not be referred to any other examiner(s). 

6. Students have to submit 5 (five) printed copies of the final thesis along with a soft copy as per the 

following guidelines, while submitting the thesis to TDU for evaluation.  

a. Please use the required formatting style  

b. The soft copy should be in both PDF and Word formats 

c. The entire thesis should be included in a single document 

d. The soft copy can be submitted in a CD or it can be submitted through email attachment 

or a digital drop box facility to administration office of MRC. It is the student’s 

responsibility to ensure that the thesis has reached the administration and the 

document opens without any problems by the administration computers. 

6.3 Thesis defense 

1. The Student shall appear for a public defense of their thesis and oral examination only if the thesis is 

unanimously or by consensus, approved by the `Board of Examiners’ which includes the research 

supervisor and atleast one of the external examiners who has assessed the thesis. 

2. The topic, date and time of the open defense of thesis will be notified well in advance and also 

published on TDU’s website. The open defense will be conducted by one of the external examiners 

selected by MRC.  

3. At the oral examination, the Student’s general proficiency in the subjects allied to the field of his 

study shall also be evaluated.  
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4. The response of the Student to questions, criticism and suggestions offered by the audience in the 

open defense will be taken into consideration. However, the final decision is solely that of the 

members of the `Board of Examiners’. 

5. The MSc (R) defense and oral examination will be conducted at TDU’s campus. 

6. Written approval of the external examiner and research supervisor is required to be provided to 

MRC for the official notification of the MSc (R) degree.   

6.4 Publication of thesis 

1. “The University of Trans-disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology, India” name must be cited in 

all publications of Research by the student.  

2. TDU name must be cited in the front page of the thesis. 

3. It is desirable for MSc (R) students to publish one paper during the course; but is NOT a mandatory 

criteria.  

4. The full thesis shall not be published as a separate volume without the approval of the University. 

However students are encouraged to submit individual chapters or parts thereof, singly or in 

combination, for publication in reputed peer reviewed journals. 

5. The University may grant permission for the publication of the full thesis as a separate volume under 

such conditions as it may impose. 

6. All Intellectual Property (IP) Rights issues will be discussed with TDU after the registration of the 

student for the MSc (R) program. In usual circumstances the IP is expected to belong to the 

institution where the student's research supervisor works. 

7. Students admitted to the MSc (R) program and receiving fellowships as part of PI projects will be 

required to execute a Confidentiality Agreement with the respective centre to which the PI belongs. 

6.5 Award of Degree 

1. The Student shall be declared eligible for the award of the degree of “Master of Science by 

Research”, only on the recommendation of the members of the board of examiners after 

successfully completing the final public defense of thesis and oral examination.  

2. In case the examiners are not satisfied with the performance of the Student in the above final 

defense, the Student shall be required to reappear for another oral examination after a period of 

two months provided such specific recommendation is made by the board of examiners. 

3. Students who qualify for the MSc (R) degree shall be issued a provisional certificate of completion of 

the MSc (R) program. The award of the official degree under the seal of the University and signed by 
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the Vice Chancellor and Registrar shall be at any of the subsequent convocations held for conferring 

degrees. 

6.6 Complaint Redressal 

1. Completing a Masters is a challenging task due to the short duration, and can often lead to tensions 

and occasionally friction between Research Supervisor and students, or between students and other 

faculty. Students are encouraged to deal with such situations openly, preferably by taking it up with 

the concerned faculty directly. They may also consult the MRC informally at any time.  

2. If however, the matter does not get resolved informally, the student may submit a formal complaint 

to the MRC.  

3. If the MRC finds prima facie merit in the complaint, it will refer it to a sub-committee for further 

investigation.  

4. The sub-committee will investigate the matter, including giving the student and concerned faculty a 

proper hearing, and submit its report ordinarily within one month of the complaint being filed, and 

at the most 2 months.  

5. The MRC will take the final decision in the matter and recommend appropriate actions, if any. 

6.7 Plagiarism -Zero tolerance 

Plagiarism is a serious matter and TDU will take strong exception towards any student indulging in acts 

of plagiarism. For further information on what constitutes plagiarism, and for guidelines regarding 

proper citation and acknowledgement of published work and of data available in the public domain, 

please visit http://www.plagiarism.org/. 


